Roman Catholic Diocese and Parishes of Clogher
TRUSTEES' REPORT - continued
THE ROLE OF VOLUNTEERS
Volunteers are essential lo parish life as they fulfil a wide variety of roles. These include formal ministries stemming
from Vatican II, such as extraordinary ministers of the Eucharist and Ministers of the Word. In recent years baptism
teams have developed to support and guide parents at the time of their child's initiation into the church. Another
feature of recent years has been the emergence of Funeral Teams in some parishes, to assist clergy and the bereaved
in arranging funeral liturgies and providing bereavement support. In a different way, volunteers serve on committees
such as parish pastoral councils and advise and assist priests in meeting the pastoral needs of the parish. In addition,
the finance committee supports the priest by advising on financial, property and even employment and contractual
matters in some cases. Other volunteers help manage parish centres and deliver services in the parish. Some
volunteers have a less formal role such as cleaners, groundskeepers and florists. Many of these roles are time
consuming and in some cases are carried out by paid employees.
Post balance sheet
No significant events affecting the financial statements have occurred since the balance sheet date.

STATEMENT OF TRUSTEES' RESPONSIBILITIES
The Trustees are responsible for the preparation of the financial statements of the Charity which are set out on pages
15 to 29 in accordance with generally accepted accounting practice in Ireland including the accounting standards
issued by the Accounting Standards Board and published by the Institute of Chartered Accountants in Ireland.
The Trustees are required to prepare financial statements for each financial year that give a true and fair view of the
state of affairs of the Charity and fund movements for that period. In preparing the financial statements, the Trustees
are required to:
•
•
•
•
•

select suitable accounting policies and then apply them consistently;
observe the methods and principles in FRS 102;
make judgements and estimates that are reasonable and prudent;
state whether applicable accounting standards have been followed, subject to any material departures
disclosed and explained in the financial statements; and
prepare the financial statements on the going concern basis unless it is inappropriate to presume that the
Charity will continue in business.

The Trustees confirm that they have complied with the above requirements in preparing the financial statements.

The Trustees are responsible for keeping proper books of account that disclose with reasonable accuracy at any time
the financial position of the Charity and to ensure that the financial statements are prepared in accordance with
accounting standards generally accepted in Ireland. It is also responsible for safeguarding the assets of the Charity
and hence for taking reasonable steps for the prevention and detection of fraud and other irregularities.
Approved by:
Bishop Larry Duffy

Fr. Shane Mccaughey
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Independent auditors’ report to the Trustees of the Roman
Catholic Diocese and Parishes of Clogher

Report on the audit of the financial statements
Qualified Opinion
In our opinion, except for the possible effects of the matter described in the Basis for qualified opinion paragraph below,
the Roman Catholic Diocese and Parishes of Clogher’s financial statements:
•

give a true and fair view of the state of the charity’s affairs as at 31 December 2020 and of its net movement in funds
and cash flows for the year then ended; and

•

have been properly prepared in accordance with Generally Accepted Accounting Practice in Ireland (accounting
standards issued by the Financial Reporting Council of the UK, including Financial Reporting Standard 102 “The
Financial Reporting Standard applicable in the UK and Republic of Ireland”).

We have audited the financial statements, included within the Annual Financial Report, which comprise:
•
•
•
•

the Balance Sheet as at 31 December 2020;
the Statement of Financial Activities for the year then ended;
the Statement of Cash Flows for the year then ended; and
the notes to the financial statements, which include a description of the significant accounting policies.

Basis for qualified opinion
We conducted our audit in accordance with International Standards on Auditing (Ireland) (“ISAs (Ireland)”). Our
responsibilities under ISAs (Ireland) are further described in the Auditors’ responsibilities for the audit of the financial
statements section of our report. We believe that the audit evidence we have obtained is sufficient and appropriate to
provide a basis for our qualified opinion.
As disclosed in note 3 to the financial statements, Church collections and offerings, renovation fundraising, Trócaire
income and Missalettes/books/shrines are significant sources of cash income for the Roman Catholic Diocese and Parishes
of Clogher. The Roman Catholic Diocese and Parishes of Clogher has determined that in the year ended 31 December 2020
it was not possible to establish adequate controls over the collection of cash raised from these sources prior to entry into its
financial records. Accordingly, as controls over completeness of such cash income were not adequate, we could not rely on
these controls for the purpose of our audit. There were no other satisfactory audit procedures that we could adopt to
confirm independently that all such cash income due to the charity was properly received.

Independence
We remained independent of the charity in accordance with the ethical requirements that are relevant to our audit of the
financial statements in Ireland, which includes IAASA’s Ethical Standard, and we have fulfilled our other ethical
responsibilities in accordance with these requirements.

Conclusions relating to going concern
Based on the work we have performed, we have not identified any material uncertainties relating to events or conditions
that, individually or collectively, may cast significant doubt on the charity's ability to continue as a going concern for a
period of at least twelve months from the date on which the financial statements are authorised for issue.
In auditing the financial statements, we have concluded that the Trustees’ use of the going concern basis of accounting in
the preparation of the financial statements is appropriate.
However, because not all future events or conditions can be predicted, this conclusion is not a guarantee as to the charity's
ability to continue as a going concern.
Our responsibilities and the responsibilities of the Trustees with respect to going concern are described in the relevant
sections of this report.
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Reporting on other information
The other information comprises all of the information in the Annual Financial Report other than the financial
statements and our auditors’ report thereon. The Trustees are responsible for the other information. Our opinion on
the financial statements does not cover the other information and, accordingly, we do not express an audit opinion or,
except to the extent otherwise explicitly stated in this report, any form of assurance thereon.
In connection with our audit of the financial statements, our responsibility is to read the other information and, in
doing so, consider whether the other information is materially inconsistent with the financial statements or our
knowledge obtained in the audit, or otherwise appears to be materially misstated. If we identify an apparent material
inconsistency or material misstatement, we are required to perform procedures to conclude whether there is a material
misstatement of the financial statements or a material misstatement of the other information. If, based on the work we
have performed, we conclude that there is a material misstatement of this other information, we are required to report
that fact. We have nothing to report based on these responsibilities.

Responsibilities for the financial statements and the audit
Responsibilities of the Trustees for the financial statements
As explained more fully in the Statement of Trustees' Responsibilities set out on page 12, the Trustees are responsible
for the preparation of the financial statements in accordance with the applicable framework and for being satisfied that
they give a true and fair view. The Trustees are also responsible for such internal control as they determine is necessary
to enable the preparation of financial statements that are free from material misstatement, whether due to fraud or
error.
In preparing the financial statements, the Trustees are responsible for assessing the charity’s ability to continue as a
going concern, disclosing as applicable, matters related to going concern and using the going concern basis of
accounting unless the Trustees either intend to liquidate the charity or to cease operations, or have no realistic
alternative but to do so.

Auditors’ responsibilities for the audit of the financial statements
Our objectives are to obtain reasonable assurance about whether the financial statements as a whole are free from
material misstatement, whether due to fraud or error, and to issue an auditors’ report that includes our opinion.
Reasonable assurance is a high level of assurance, but is not a guarantee that an audit conducted in accordance with
ISAs (Ireland) will always detect a material misstatement when it exists. Misstatements can arise from fraud or error
and are considered material if, individually or in the aggregate, they could reasonably be expected to influence the
economic decisions of users taken on the basis of these financial statements.
Our audit testing might include testing complete populations of certain transactions and balances, possibly using data
auditing techniques. However, it typically involves selecting a limited number of items for testing, rather than testing
complete populations. We will often seek to target particular items for testing based on their size or risk
characteristics. In other cases, we will use audit sampling to enable us to draw a conclusion about the population from
which the sample is selected.
A further description of our responsibilities for the audit of the financial statements is located on the IAASA website at:
http://www.iaasa.ie/getmedia/b2389013-1cf6-458b-9b8f-a98202dc9c3a/Description_of_auditors_responsibilities_for_audit.pdf.
This description forms part of our auditors’ report.

Use of this report
This report, including the opinion, has been prepared for and only for the Trustees and for no other purpose. We do
not, in giving this opinion, accept or assume responsibility for any other purpose or to any other person to whom this
report is shown or into whose hands it may come, including without limitation under any contractual obligations of the
charity, save where expressly agreed by our prior consent in writing.

PricewaterhouseCoopers
Chartered Accountants
Dublin
17 December 2021
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